94         The Process of Creation in Dasa Sahitya

Avinasi tu tad viddhi yena sarvam idam tatam,
Vinasam avyayasyasya na kascit kartum arhati

The jivatmas, (spirit souls) by whom the whole
world is inhabited, are indestructible.   These im-
mutable ones, no one can destroy.

That they are changeless is further explained-

AccAedyoyam adahyoyam akiedyo asosya eva ca,
Nityah sarva galas sthanuh acaJoyam sanatanah.

The soul cannot be cut into pieces. Fire cannot
burn him. Water cannot wet him. Wind cannot dry
him. The jiva is beginningless and continues to ex-
ist for ever; he is not created. Because he acquires
material bodies and loses them, he is said to be born
and to die. Really he is not born; nor does he die.
He is not confined to definite locations like matter;

he can exist anywhere. As he cannot be subjected to
any kind of change he is called 'Sthanu5. No material
has power to move him; therefore he is 'acala5. Being
not created and existing from beginningless time he is
'Sanatana'. According to the etymological derivation,
Sanatana eva sanatanah^, he is understandable by a
study of the vedas.

These attributes recounted in the Bhagavad Gita
seem to apply to the Supreme personality of Godhead.
True, but they also apply to the individual souls also to
some extent. The word ^jiva5 or 'dehT applies to God
primarily and to the individual souls secondarily. The
statements made in the verse are not meant to show
equal status or oneness with the Supreme. That the
'jivas' are entirely different from the Master Soul has

been declared by Sri Krsna Himself in the Bhagavad

Gita, leaving no room for doubt. .       -(Ch. XV)

Dvavimau purusau Joke i'sarascafesara eva ca,

Ksarah sarvani bhutani kutasthoksara uchyate.
Uttamah purusatvanyah paramatmetyudahrtah,
Yo Jfoia trayam avisya bibhartyavyaya. isvarai.